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NED SILTH

TODAY IS FEBRUARY 27, 2004. I AM TNTERVIEWING MR CHARLES HORTON. THIS
iNTERVIEW IS IN SUPPORT OF THE CENTER FOR PACIFIC WAR STUDIES ARCHVES FOR

THE itP:IONAL. MUSETJM OF THE PACIFIC WAR, TEXAS Le’SXS AND WILDLIFt: FOR TOIl

PRESERVATiON OF HISTORiCAL INFORMATION RELATED TO THIS SITE. WE ARE IN ONE OF

THE ROOMS PROVIDED BY THE 5TJAY HOUSE MOTEL FOR THESE INTERVIEWS OF TI Il

503 PERSONNEL.

OK CHARLIE .VHEPJE AND WREN WERE I :tJ Bc.’RN’

CHARLIE

vz.cs OCTOBER 14, 1 .20, :t; CIIAVANOCcJO, SP??? , OKi.AiUM.A.

NED

‘•5fNpJ VJERY yArPARENT’5 SAMES?

CHARLIE

DIARLtE ATAYNE HORTON AND ‘THOIILA ‘I Ai<NELL.

DO TOLl HA’!E ANY ERc;THFRS OR LSTEPS

LIAPLIE

YES, I HaVE THREE JDTERS AND SE’EN CLOTHERS. lOUT 11*75 iJID rHRIE

u.LRLS.

NED
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WERE ANY FTJ{ESE OTHER B:ys [NTFLE MILITARY?

l21-LAJJ<LIE

YES

NED

HOW IvLUJY OF THEM.

CHARLIE

fREER WERE .i:C CF US N THE MILiTARY, SIX CiTr OF THE RILE-If.

‘Hj’T ISA PRETTY jJ I) PERIENTACHE DID ALL OF YOU lEST TilL:: i CE

CHARLIE

TWO WERE WOU1EDED, ONE ON ERL.AU (oi- FIYRLIEUTh TN THE FACIFI I AND •:II’E

)N IWO JIMA. WE ALL ‘AME TCCHOC OH ALP. 2, VIES. I ElATE PICTURES OVRR IN MY EJIEF

CASE FROM THE ABILENE “Mi.PORT}ER-NEWS” OF ALL SIX OF US OF TEE FA1’.ULY

VJFLEEJZ DID YOU (JO TO SCHOOL, CHARLIE9

Cl-TALL IS

I C+CADL t\TED FROM AlIEN SCIEDOL AT L’fl4C1, TEXAP IN I L35.

W}{ENANI) WHERE DID ICE 1111 1ST lE THE MILITARY?
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CHARLIE

WELL, I WANTED TO GET )FF THAT FARIvL THAT WAS EACK TERIE N TEE

DEPRESSION, THEY WERE REQUESTING MEN IN THE SERVICE KC $21.00 A MONTH. I WENT
TO THE RECRUITING OfFICE IN ABILENE, AND HE SAID WELL, “YOU HAVE A CHOiCE OF
GOUG TO THE 1 12N FIELD ARTILLERY AT FORT BLISS, TEXAS WHICH ISA AORSE DRAWN

OUTFIT, OR YOU CAN GO TO FORT BRAGG, NORTH CAROLINA TO 4Tfl FIELD ARTILLERY,
WHICH [S A MULE PACK LCJTFj9J” I HA!) JUST BUSTED UP WITH I,’IY GIRL FRIEND AND I

SAID, “SINCE FORT BRAGG IS THE FIJETHEREST AWAY, I THINK I WILL LET YOU SEND lIE
TO FORT BRAGG”.

NED

WI1Y DID YOU PICK THE ARMY? WERE SOME OF (OUR BROTHERS III THE NAVY7

CHARLIE

NC:. I DIDN’T KNOW DIE SERVIlE FT<)M ANOTHER RIERT TOFU EE:N I AN OLD
CtTJJTRY BOY LIKE LIE,

NED

ia•D. VOlT CIICSE 00 CT NtACr’i 1 ij.,.1’ f9 JLTAI-. E’

C, [ARLIE

TL) Cr101’ lAP KNA FF:ClTI AEILONE. RIAL C J).

-. _ijJ

NOT TO 0/ORE ‘.VTTH ‘?PJ*ES:
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CHARLIE

NOT I’D WORK TITH MULES. IT TURNED INTO BE AN PD:ANTfiEE T) ME.. U!

FIRST JOB IN THE ARMY WAS TO UNLOAD A ROXCAR HAY. I WALKED O’•1ER, PLECED
TSP THOSE HAY HOOKS. I HAD RUN OFF FROM HOME TIlE YEAR BEFORE, SPENT ALL

SUMMER 01ST IN LAS CRTJCES, N.M. BALING HAY. THE OLD SERGEANT CAlIF OVER AND

I LE SAID, “SON, I BELIEVE YOU HAVE. HANDLED THOSE ILtY HOOKS F EFORE.” I SAID,” ES

SIR, THAT’ S ALL I DID LAST 3TJTThif.R WAS I-LkNLLE HAY.” BE SAID, “SeNT L N’T CALL &:

SIR. liE SAID, I AM ONLI! A SERGEANT.” I SAID, “YES SIR.’ HE GRINNED. I WAS TAUGHT TO

SAY “SIR” TO PEoPLE.

NED

HOW OLD ‘VEER YcDTJT!*IEN?

I- HARLIE

I WAS 19.

‘VEAl WAS TOUR BASIC TRAJNIIIG AT TIllS PoINT? WHAT TrEblE THEY LONG

THERE?

C’ RARLIE

I LiD ‘elk? LITTLE EASIC l’P.AI.JLNi SHERE NTkE 1S5 OF iTS VENT FROM TENAD

THEY ASKED US ,F THERE \‘IAJ A)J’f PLAYERS LI TEE EU’ U-f I WAS A

IJASELAL.L CATCH ER. I STARTED ELATING WITH THE OLD SOLDIERS TTTiJ IliL)
LASELcALL ±N IT. WHAT RASEC TUAINIINO1 HAD, T PEY ,Lt?VE ME IN THE TEtITS AT NIGHT

THE OLD SOLDIERS CAVE IT TO ME TI-N.Y TAUtJRT lIE
Lflp

TO DO MY iLLN’ [‘SF PS
ABOUT RU IF AND ‘T]J uC’EVER WAS NECESSARY. I E’.1[ T’?ROTJGH EASI’

TRAINiNG.
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NED

Wi-bC i-END IF UNIT WAS Ti-CS A AiL

‘JHPJtIE

THIS WAS A MULE PACK OUTFIT, 41H FIELD ARTILL.ZRY. IT VAS API ART:LLERY

TJI4IT.

TTEI)

NC. VT LONG LID yQTJ STAY AT FORT BPAJG?

CfPRLIE

I STAYED AT FORT BRAGG A LONG TIME, II UT THE 4r EEID ARTILLaRY, SOON AS

THE WAR STARTED; THEY SENT THOSE BOYS TO FORT CARSON, CCLORADO. BECATJSF I

WAS i’L’YING FOR THE POST BASEBALL TEAM, THEY KEPT ME THERE, SO, I JOINED THE
7IH FIELD ARTILLERY, WHICH WAS Ti-fE 240TH HOWITZER OUTFIT. AT Th.tJ TIME

NED

V}!EIJ YJU VENT THERE, TIEIS WJkSJJ IMI?

CHARLIE

ThIS WAS IN 193 WHEN I OcT THIRE, WE To K lEE ROOT TEST, APRIl •IILEP_ftL

:LCSIFl SATION TEST. I RU-SIC ONE I-Ui-REST J:’dI2 OUT CF THE 1s5 PEFIUS I WAS A

(i’DOD STUDENT IN SCHOOL. 50, THEY CALLED MIS Li AND SAID, “WE ARE PUTTING I SQl

IN TEEE INSTROMENT SUVVE( SCOTION, BECAUSE oF ‘r’OUi-. SCHOOLING” I SAlE, “NELL,

REEJEANT, THXI’ VEC MV WF’JCEST JUBEOT IN S li-I DOL FECA IS-F I CC-SI TI STAY JUT

Al-ID PICK CoTTON ‘TIE THE ICDDLE OF NOVEMBER EVSRY (EAR kND TI-LIT ‘TAS E--C.E

NAY TI-lENA-JR THE I lATH IC-C-K” NE SAIl), “ID ED—N, YoU :J I TEE 0111 C I-COIl

SCI IC OL GRADUATE IN 71-115 OH FiT INCLUDING LIE” T-.-LVE WAR SOT GRASY vp; K IF

IAEZ\ “c U i2L,.. RI-ION A NI!’ OS LOT RIRIIE MARC SI-JoE TO IS:. CT1-fER EEC I-OF DCIII

TE-EILEJI. ISlET Lu VOIS iSjj’JJ AEC’1IT LOCARUT 11-13/” 1 SAID, “IS TI-ION SALE 1.11-ED CF

- 001 ISo” 1 alE’,’! ‘-VIRAl LO.rAJEL’IIMS WERE. I I’IE\’Eu TOO 0:109 iN RU 110-HA .050
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LJEOI\TETR’( BECAUSE THEY VERE SO FAR THROUCJ TIlE BOOK. I CDT ALONG HIIE AlTO

GOT FRuMOTED LIKE WILDFIRE FOR A PEACE TIldE ARIvIY. I WAS A STAFF SERO EA.NT IN

TWO YEARS, WHICH WAS UNHEARD OF LACK THEN. IT WAS THE SURVEY SECTION.

NED

TIlED, AFL’ER YC;UI’LAYET) BALL WITHFOFJ’ BRAGG, THEN WI-LIRE DIE THEY si-op

YOU TO?

CHARLIE

I WENT TO THE 79ru HELL) ARTILLERY, 240 HOWITZER OLiTHT, WELL, THEY WERE

ONE BATTALiON AT THAT TIt W. THEY DECIDED TO MAKE AN ATJYILIARY RECTIvIJINT,

TWO BATTALICAl. SD, I ThDFEED (SFTh OUT AS A ElIOT SEFjDE?CII, THE U7iI”T STEP WAS

STAFF lI-aT. I SKill rD Ti-Eli SOT. I NELEF.. Vf\S A TECH SilT. I SER’JED IN CV FRY ENLIOTED

GRADE EXCZI-’T TECH SOT. THEY SIUFOED IT AND I WENT OUT AS El.ST 5)..T Th? “F”

BATTERY IN THE 791H FIELD i-’J7TILLERY I GUESS I WAS l’T-3]IRE CLOSE TO A YE.\R WITH

THE 79)11 FIELD ARTILLERY. THE WAR (lAiD STARTED IN TIlE ICALCIIME CDL CLIFTON

CALLED ME oVER: 1W AND FOUR OTHER GUYS, THERE WERE FIVE OF ‘13 1-12 SAID, “YOU

B Ei2 Bh LEL? AT 2o TZML’RRC’ V TO 110 TO TAIl CFFIJIJ:D SCHOOL” I SAID,

“LLOOATL, I 5T GoT MpJLPJED. I AM AS HIGH AS I CAN 00 CNLLSTED WISE. I DON’T
,ij}.yf TO GO T OFFICERS 501-lOLL “ RE SAID, “SERGEANT, LI I DOT As.toNc’ T’M

SELLLNG YOU. ?OU BE READY JkT 200 OMORRO9J TO CAZCIH( i”. i’FflN TO PORT JILL,

OKLAHOMA” I SAID, “SAN I CC) 51.2 MY V/ID’S.?” I CAL CJ:.)TTEN MARRiED ABOUT A IiIONI’Ei

BEFORE. HE SAID, “IF YOU CAN BE BACK WI 2:30 TOMORROI’!, COT CAl; 00 SEE LEER.” SEE

WAS UI’ LEAKESVILL, NC. WHICH IS Now EDEN, NC. ABOUT 155 Th&LES, I HITCH-I-lIKED

TT TI-IEEE. I SPFNT THE NIGHT THFF’LE AND HITCH-HIKED LAIR THE NI-DC :I,i-Y srRE

ENOTJGFI, AT 2 i- i WAS 011 ATP..AflJ HI AL ED (OR 7IVT ALL , DR

NED

1-ICC] LING GiL-El ELi

Ill’J IAY:J ..T I’D lI-IL.., I ‘iIAS CDIII ff511 r4IlD lfDiET’( f)p:{ ‘1Tr.. LI- DRII””1 F. S

CAlLED [13 1 I-lAiD i-IT 14 FOR LARACHUTE SOHOOL ICIC’A’]SE MY FELT L[LEDDY ICAT I
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‘,VENT IN THE SERVICE WITh FROM LONG, TEXAS LAD GCNE TO LARACHUTE SCHOOL TIE

WAS WITH THE PARACHUTE TEST PATTER? AT FORT BFNNING. lIE HAD COME TO TIlE 45

PARACHUTE AUXILIARY IN TI-fE S2’ D[VISION. I WANTED HAD PUT IN A REQUEST

i’O GO WITH HIM. THEY SAl),“1’JELi THIS IS ANOTHER REASON THAT I LNAL.LY ‘MELT

10 OFFICERS SCHOOL” YOU SEE, I WAS 220 POTJNDS. IT WAS 180 FOR TILE PARACHUTE

SCHOOL BUT THEY WERE REQUESTING OFFICERS. THEY COULDN’T GET ENOUGH

OFFICERS. THE MILITARY HAD PUT GTJT A WAIVER FoR WEIGHT LIT ALL OF PICERS, SO I

WENT AND GOT MY COMMISSION AND HAD PIT IN FOR PARACHUTE SCHOOL TO GET

WITH JEFF, THE BOY I WENT INTO SCHOOL WITH. BUT, THE CLASS ASSIGNED T ME IN

THE PARACHUTE SCHOOL, CLASS NUMBER 51 IN FORT BENNING, GA. AND IT DIDN’T

START UNTIL JTJLY. I BECAME AN OFFICER JANUARY 21, 1942, SO THEY SENT a DOWN

TO THE 971Ff DIVISION JUST BEING ORGANIZED AT CAIVIP SWIFT, TEXAS DOWN NEAR

BASTROP. I SIENT SIX MONTHS DOWN THERE. I WENT IN THERE AlTO THE GENERAL SAID,

“WELL, YOU ARE JUST GOING TO FE WITH ‘35 SIX MONTI-IS, I’M GOING TO MAKE YOU

DIVISION ATHLETIC OFFICER. I SEE HERE VTHIERE APU ARE AN ATI-CLETE: YOU FLAYED

FOOTBALL, BASEBALL AND BASKETEALL FOR FORT BRAGG. HE WAS DOING TO. MAKE ME

DIVISION ATHLETIC OFFICER.” I SERVED SIX MONTHS THERE ORGAN) lUNG I3ODCNG AND

FALL GAMES ON THE WEEKENDS AND EVERYTHING UNTIL MY JUMP CLASS WAS DUE.

AFTER THE JUl31 SCHOOL WAS OVER, THEY SENT ME TO WHERE MY BUDDY V/AS, FOCI

BRAGG POR 436 PARACHUTE ARTILLERY. I L.T ‘L-IEFE ALl) THEY SAID, “WELL, ‘ ‘F’ RE

OVERLOADED WITH PARACHTJTE OFFICERS HERE NOW. WE ARE FORMING A NEW UNIT

lVER AT C:’.MP MCCALL, NORTH CAF.OLINA. “IE ARE GOING TO HAVE TO SEND Y :u

OVER TO CAMP MCCALL.” THAT’ S V/I-DIRE I JOINED THE 4o2 PARACI-FUTE ARTILLERY

TIIAT I WENT OVERSEES WITH. THAT WAS THE ARTILLERY r3yT FOR TILE sor

NED

a’ THIS WAS IN’

CHARLIE

l1o:’J, rEfill \VA,,, IN R:L

NED

Ti-DZIJ 1013 3H1PLFD SUE SMITH IL_cl’ OLIF1I?
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CHARLIE

YES. WELL, WE DIDN’T SHIP OUT WITH THE THEY SHIPPED GUT FROM

PANAMA. WE WERE ASSIGN}:D TO THEM. WE WERE THEIR ARTILLERY. WE WERE GORJG

TO BE THEiR ARTILLERY TJT WHERE EVER THEY WENT. WE SHIPPED OI.TT AT CAMP

STONEMAN IN CALiFORNIA ANI) SHIPPED OUT TO AUSTRALIA AFTER OC)1NG ABOUT 3 OR

4 THOUSAND MILES ON A TRAIN. YOU KNOW, TiEY SHJPPT’D TJ3 OUT OF (IAItP MICALL

AND WE WENT BY LANI) GRA}-T RAILROADS. WE CAME TO MEMPHIS. BACi UP TO

CINCINNATI AND ACROSS TO CHEYENNE, WY. THEN WE WENT TO NEVADA ACROSS TO

CHEYENNE WY. THEN WE WENT NORTH AGAIN, THEN CAME. DOWN THE CALFOP.N:,A

COAST GOING ON LAND GRANT RAILROADS. I THOUGHT WE. NEVER WAS GOING TO GET

TO THE. WEST COAST. WE WHILE AN ELITE UNIT, EVERY I:LACE THEY STOPPED, YE FLD A

GTJNG HO COMMANDER, COL. MADIGAN. WE GOT OUT OF THAT TRAIN IN OTJR T-SHIRTS

AND WE WERE SPICK AND SPAN; WE. WOTJL.i) JOG TJ i.,’L.JN STREET FOR A I.ULE AND BAOK

-flj p1JLJ” L.O’.TED IT IC) WE HAD A IRETTY 0001) 4H OCIITO p,’5C5S THE

NATI ON.

NED

ViHiTIJND OF SI-OP DID THEY PUT YOTJABOARD”/

CHARLIE

VIE ‘fENT OVER ON A LiBERTY .IHIP CALLED THE “iEA CAT” AN ID LILERTY

51’iJ P.

NED

LID YOU HAVE ESCOT T?

LI].

NO ESCORT. iT CALLED ALERT FOR JULMARINES ‘EXPECTED AND THEY ‘7.TC.UL.D

OPEN THAT THING WILE OPEN. IT WOULDN’T CO EUT AECUT 20 KNOTS WIDE OPEN T NAT

‘HZN ‘ HOr3ELD rl.,JJi7 LIKE ‘ACID FOR AL3OU’I’ TWO }IQTJRS, IULFN TILiH’ WOTTLD

DEC’LARET OVIR AND EVJLf’. SAIL ON.
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DID YOU DO ANY ZIGZAGGING?

CHARLIE

I TI [INK SO. I THINK WE DID A LOT OF THAT.

NED

BUT THEY GOT YOU OVER THERE ALL RIGHT?

C}LA.pj.IE

VE COT OVER THERE IN jCD SHAPE. WE LANDED AT ZRJSBATE, AUSTRALIA. WE

SPENT NINE MONTHS THERE, I BELIEVE, THE BEST I CAN RECALL AT CAMP CABLE, 35

MILES OUT OF EsPJSBANE DOiNG EXTENSiVE TRAINING. WE DID A LOT )9’ JUMPS THERE.

WE TOOK OFF FROM THE AIRFIELD AT BRISBANE. THEY TRANSPORTED US IN, THEN. WE

CAME EM’ KTO OUR HOME BY MAKING THE JUEMI” RIGHT NEAR THE BASE.

NED

ALL Ti-US TIME, DID YOU KEEP UP AS AflUJETIC DIRECTOR ‘ro.: ‘F THE OUTFIT?

CHARLIE

NO. I WAS EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF “C” BATTERY

.4 TJJ

YOU V.TRE I ?±..TT I BUSY.

CHARLIE

DTIIERWJSE, I KEFI’ THEM III GOOD SaaJE THE fl-iOLE .EATTALION &Jir’r IN

SUPER SFUUE ALL TE TIME, WE DID LOTS OF RUNNING, LOTS OF FIELD EYCILCISES. WE

DIDN’T DO A LOT OF’ FIR’NG THERE.

1(1



NED

AS EXEC, WERE YOU FIRST LIETJTENANT, FIRST PT.?

CHARLIE

I WAS A FIRST LIEUTENANT. IAVI. JONES WAS MY BATTERY C)EaIANDER. flTE

CALLED THEM BATTERYS RATHER THAN COMPANIES. liE WAS A HERO THE REST OF THE

WAR.

WED

THE WEAPONS THAT YOU HAD, THE GUNS, HOW BIG, HOW HEAVY WERE THEY?

WERE THEY GOING TO BE SI-UPPED BY AIRCRAFT?

THEY ALL EROKE DOWN INTO SMALLER PARTS. WHEN WE WERE AT FOFT BRAGG,

SITE WENT ON 20 MILE MARCHES. WE HAD HARNESS, LIKE DOG SLED HARNESSES, WE

P’JIZLED THEM THiNGS FOR i1LES. WE. IJOOLD GO D1 A 20 lAZE MARCH lULLING THOSE

HOWITZERS. THEM BOYS DEVELOPED VARICOSE VEINS. I TJSEI) TO PUT ON THAT

J-IxPIcESI. AND HELP THEM PULL. LT IvtCETZA SFT; LEE WAS FEC ASSiST 0-IT WCIO TN’?

ENE PIJTTVE OFFICER IN THE ARTILLERY IS FESPOLSIBLE FOR THE GUN. I WAS

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SIX HOWITZERS ThAT U/F HAD.

NED

AND YOU LAD TO REEF TI-IEM IN sI A.E, RA.VI i-*JZS aND FEE WHOLE H.RKSp

C HARLE

I HAD AN 5SiT0JT r)’E’ pDD HE WAS FROM :AICHIGAN. RE AND I HELD TilE

FIRING OF THEM :1ND SATE HAl) A RECONNAISSANCE OFFICER WHO WaS CaLLED THE

OBSERVER AND HE DID ALL IF WCRKED WITH THE INFANTRY p-ni: HE WAIl UP

)LCI. ON THE FRONT LIlIES TO DIRECT 0fP FIFE HE i-Al) P1 SELT Tfj) f’ TEll WTH

HIM.
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NED

WHEN THEY SI-UP YoIJ ON Tfp NORTH?

CHARLIE

I LAN’T RRI-zEThiBER THE EXACT DATE. WEEP THERE ABOTJT NINE MONTHS

BEFORE WE JOINED THEM. THEY HAD GONE TO MARKAM (SP???) VALLEY, FART OF THE

5O3 HAD GONE TO MARKAM VALLEY IN NEW GUINEA, THEN A PART OF THEM JIJIvIPED

ON NORMFOR tSP???) ISLAND IN THE IETI-DERLANDS EAST INDIES JUST PAST FlAK ????)

AND WE JOINED THEM THERE. A PART OF THFM JTSIvIPED ON NORMEOR, PART OF THE

5O3 AND PART OF THEM DIDN’T JUMP.

NED

YOU G1JYS GOT UP THERE BY SF11?

CHARLI E

YES, BY sHIP. ‘,VE WERE ON AN ‘LD LUECH £ArUaL BLAT nLLED TI-fE “VAN

HOISE” IT WAS OLD BANANA BOAT THAT THEY CONTRACTED TO HAUL THE TROOPS.

NED

TO PUT THE GUNS ABOARD SI-lIP, DID THEY USE A CPfl’TE OR .10W DID THEY

LOAD?

I DON’T KNO,V. THEY MAN HANDLED THEIvI. THEY GAD RTJB.BER TIRES THEY

PULLED PRETTY ELY. U[ITFI EIGHT HEN, THEY HAD V EL ::,N THE lND OF THE TRAIL

WITH A BAR THROUGH IT 4D SET TIDE TRAIL IT i-TJLLED BACKWARDS YOU KNOW.

THEN, YO!J HAD THREE MEN ON SADIE S[DE, IN WI-MT I CALLED THE DCCI SLED fi3NESS,

AND THEY 10 LILD PULL THAT THING AT A TROT

NEiL

12



AND HOW MANY GUNS DID YOU SAY YOU HAD?

CHARLIE

TI-E’RE 5VERE SIX JUNS TO A BATTERY. WE HAD EIGHTEEN GUNS. VTE HAL) “A”, “B”

AND ‘C’ BATTEPYS.

NED

DUD EAH BAtTERY HAVE SPARE TARTS TOO’?

CHARLIE

I DCN”t’ RECALL i-NY SPARE PARTS. THERE WAS N*T V tRY MIJCD[ BREAKDO1.VThI

P4 THEM. HE HAD EXTRA VIRJNLJ MECHANISMS AND STUFF WE NEEDED SOME TIDIES

THEY BR KE DuWN BUT MOST OF TH )SE TI-tHUS DIDN’T HAVE ANY BREAKDOWN.

NED

AND THIN, WE-IEEE DID OTT GO IN’rHE CSR

Cl-tARP IF

WE JOINED THEM ON NORTFOR ISLAND) IN THE NETHERLANDS FAST INDIES.

NE])

AND YOU WERE GIVING Tl-IEM SLTII-ORT THERE WITH TIDE DIG GUNS?

Cl-tAlC] E

ND, WE DIDN’T FIRE ANY ARrILLERY THERE. THEY ALREADY HAD THE ISLAND

:J;C’& C’CNT) DL. wrrrJj SHE ClOT THERE. THERE WERE] ILT MAIl DADS TILDE T SEJIN

WITH. I NE’JEI: DID StE A APANE3E WifiLE I “/AS 014 NDRME’JR ISLAND

13



NED

HOW LONG DID YOU STAY THEPLE

i’HAJ?IlE

MA fEE 3 OF. 4 MONTHS.

NED

WAS THIS IN ‘43 OR ‘44 NOW?

CHARLIE

TIES WAS IN ‘44 BEFORE VIE MLVED TJj) TO THE PFELZPPrNES

NED

tjTJ ‘iENT EEL MTI-ES PLACE ON ISP THEE “OAST

CHARLIE

WE ‘VENT TO THE PHILIPPINES. I DON’T KNOW THE NAME CF THE SHELL VIE VEN’I’

Cli HUT iT WAS A PRETTY PIG VESSEL. WE WENT FROM THERE TO THEE PI-ELIL PINES. WE

HAD NOT UENCkATED ALL OF OJR MATERIAL FROM THE STATES YET. SOME OF IT WAS

STILL N CRATES. WE ‘VENT TO LEYTE IN THE PHILIPPINES, UNLOADED THERE AND

TREES P/E UIJCRATED E’)ERYTHING THAT 1’TE ECN’TTJN’’RATED IN AUSTRALIA, STUFF

“-fl’ ‘NE iDJLN’T HEEL’ IN AL;SflJ’IIA, WE LLP’ER ILL) UI SLiCE WE BODED IT L’P ‘i

CAIvIEP MACCALL TO SHIP OVER SEAS. WE R\DN’T BEEN IN COI’ISAT ‘TIL THEN AND TEAT

JTTJTFWkS EASIER ‘10 hANDLE.

N 10)

T LEYTE, DID YOU MAKE SORT OF A FIELD I-JEADQIJARTERS?

14



WE WERE THERE FOR NO MORE THAN A MONTH, I GUESS. THERE WE UNCRATED

AND DID SOME BASIC TRAINING GETTING US READY TO GO INTO COMBAT. OUR NEXT

MISSION WAS THE ISLAND OF MINDORA. WE DID VERY LITTLE FIRING ON MINDORA,

BECAUSE THE JARS FLED INLAND AND THEIR MISSION, THE 5O3° WAS TO SUPPORT THE

COMBAT ENGiNEERS IN BUILDING AN AIR FiGHTER STRIP THERE SO THAT THEY COTJLD

GiVE SUPPORT TO. THE BOMBERS GOING TO MANILA AND THAT AREA OF THE

PHILIPPINES. WE STAYED THERE AND OF COURSE FRt7M THERE THAT WE MADE THE

ASSAULT ON CORREGIDOR, FROM MINDORA.

NED

HO’..V DID ?uU MOVE YOUR GUNS TJP TO WHERE YOU COULD GIVE SUIUNRT TO

CORREGIDOR, BY SHIP AGAIN?

WE HAD TREb,i DIVIDED INTO LOADS. THEY WERE SHIPPED IN FIVE PARTS, THEY

ATTACHED TO UNDERNEATH THE WING OF THE 0-47’s WE DROPPED Ti-tEM BY

PARACHUTES. WE FLEW OVER THE ISLAND AND DROPPED THE GUNS AND THEN ON THE

SECOND PASS, THE PEVsONNEL .1 UIvLPED. I TOLD YOU I DiE N’ T ‘1ft,i’ ON CORREGIDOR EDT

TI-US IS THE PROCEDURE THAT THE “A” AND “B” BATTERY S USED IN THEIR INITIAL

SUPPORT TI-JERE. THEY FLEW OVER AND DROPPED EQUIIMENT FIRST AND Ti-IF

PERSONNEL SC THEY DROPPED THEiR I-IOWITZERS, MALE CI? CLE ANT) DECO RED THE

TROOPS SC THEY WOULD NOT GET TANGLED.

IN MY CASE, WE WENT OVER AND DROPPED OUR WEAPONS AND THEN ON TO

CLARKI41ELD AN]) LANDED AND GOT ON AN ASSAULT CRAFT AND CAME BACK ACROSS:

ME AND MY GUN CREW. NONE OF THE 0-UN CREW JUMPED ON CORREGIDOR. WE DIDN’T

EST UP FOPSILE A-tAT AFI’ERNCON. WE HAL) TO STAY IN A GRAVEL I IT r&DUT i-f ALE

WAY UP FROM “BOTTOM SIDE” THEY CALLED IT, DOWN TOWARD WHERE THE DOCKS

WERE. WE GOT ABOUT I-ALF WAY TEl) AND BUILT 7’??? IN THE GRAVEL PIT THERE. THE

P A? WE CMSE UP ic;D NO LEOTEL’ OPT 0-INS

I TED

HOW FAR BACK (GAMBLED).

15



FOR THE FIRST 4 OR 5 DAYS WE USED THEM AS ASSAULT GUllS INDIVIDUALLY.

WE WERE OUT WITH THE INFANTRY SQUADS. WE FIRED DIRECT FIRE. THEY WEREN’T

MADE FuR T}LT BUT THEY CERTAINLY SERVED A GOOD PURPOSE. TI-fl? DID V ER?

WELL AS AN ASSAULT WEAPON BECAUSE WE COULD CARRY THEM; PICK THEM UP AND

CARRY THEM IF FIVE PIECES AROUND THOSE MOUNTAIN TRAILS, SET THEM DOWN AND

PUT THEM BACK TOGETHER AND FIRE INTO THOSE CAVES. THEY WOIKED VERY

EFFICIENTLY AS ASSAULT GUNS. THEY CARRY A PRETTY WALLOP YOU KNOW.

NED

DID YOU HAVE DIFFERENT TYPES OF SHELLS?

‘PHARLIE

YES. WE JUST HAD HIGH EXPLOSIVE. WE. DIDN’T HAVE ANTI-TANK SHELLS. WE

HAD HIGH EXPLOSIVE AND SMOKE AND WHITE PHOSPHORUS. WE CARRIED THE

DIFFERENT COLORED SMOKE FOR SENDING SIGNALS AND WHITE PHOSPHORUS AND

HIGH EXPLOSIVE. WE JSED MOSTLY I-UGH EXPLOSIVE. WE FIRED SOME PHOSPHORUS

INTO THOSE CAVES TO FLU SHTEIOSE JAPANESE OUT.

NED

IN THAT CLOSE CONTACT YOU WERE USING HIGH EXPLOSIVE

CHARLIE

YES, TiE. UOiI iXPLOSICE. WE WE:Fi. RRiocr FGOHT IN. YOU COULD SEE THE

MOUTH OF T}USE CAVES AND WE WOULD PUT IN RIGHT INTHE CAVE OF COURSE, WE

COULD SEE THEM DOWN BELOW WAITING FOR US TO BEGIN OUR ASSAULT. THEN, OUT

OF OUR I S 0 ON 3, WE RECOVERED ELEVEN. SOME OF THEM DROPPED OVER V/HERE WE

CoULDN’T GET TO THEM. SOME HAD BROKEN PARTS. WE SALVAGED ELEVEN GUNS FOR

THE LAST S OR 10 DAYS, WE WERE ABLE TO ADVANCE ON MONKEY POINT, WE, -L&D THEM

LINED UI ON THE PARADE GROUND. ELEVEN GUNS ABREAST AND THEN WE HAD TWO

SELJ’ PROPELLED ARTILLERY PL3CES FROM THE 34N iitFU.NTRY WHO JOINED US fN TUE

ASSAULT oN CO23EOIDOR. ‘ME WERE MISSIONS CONSTANTLY LThTIL THE WAR WAS

OVER. IT E.Eo’A}IE UNSAFE AU TI-IF TROOPS MARCHED DOWN FROM MONKEO .JLINr 7vp
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KEI-T FIRE RIG}fl’ IN FRoNT OF THEM AS THEY CALLED FOR IT UNTIL THEY GOT SO CLOSE

TO THE ????T LAT WE COTJLI)N’T FIRE WITHOUT INFLICTING INJURY ON CJJR OWN

I’ROOPS.

NED

DID YOUR OUTFIT HAVE AN OP. SERVER UP THERE?

CHARLIE

OH YES. EACH INDIVIDUAL COMPANY i-TAD AN ARTILLERY FORWARD OBSERVER.

I HAD TWO FORWARD OBSERVERS UP THERE WITH THEII, THE INFANTRY. I SUT’F’CRTED

TFIE FIRST BATTALION. YOU MAY HAVE 3 COMPANIES SO YOU RAVE 3 FORWARD

‘OBSERVE tS UP THERE TO DIRECT ARTILLERY FIFE.

ED

DID YOU HAVE RADIO CONTACT?

C1-LA.RLJE

OH YES. WE I-TA]) BOTH RADIO AND TELEPHONE CONTACT .1 HAD A WIRE

5E:TION AND A FJ)IO SECTION. WE HAD BOTH. AS IN 1IENT AS THE RADIO SYSTEM

WAS IN WORLD WAR, WE STILL JpJD PRETTY JOOD RADIO CONTACTS. WE WERE

ON TOPSIDE. WE HAD LINE OF SIGHT. WE HA]) ALL THE ADVANTAGES BECAUSE WE rEpE

TOPSIDE. N THE. MOUNTAINS, WE HAD DIRECT LINE OF SIGHT IN MOST CASES,

NED

BUT THEN YOIJ ETA]) THE TELEPHC’NE TO BACK 1.11 THE RADIO IF ]]EED’D

CHARLIE

OH YES, ‘HE HAl.) WIRE IT WASN’T PLrJCH TROUBLE KEEPING THE WIRE

HF])
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DID YOU HAVE TO MOVE YOUR GUNS MANY TINflS AS YOU MOVED TJP?

CEARL[E

NO. I DIDN’T MUVE THEM AT ALL. WE. LEFT TEEM SIT THERE PJGHT ON TEE

PARADE GROUNDS. THAT WAS ABOUT THE ONL PLACE WHERE WE COULD USE TN
DIRECT FIRE ONCE WE HAD LIBERATED ALL THE CAVES, WE COULD REACH THEM, WE

SET THEM ON THE PARADE GROUND AND THEY STAYED THERE FOR THE REST OF THE

WAR. WE HAD TO SET THEM AS FAR BACK , RIGHT AGAINST THE FAR END BECAUSE OF

THE THEATER ANT) HOSPITAL AND COMMISSARY WERE BTflLT R!GHT ON TEE OTHER IND

OF THAT PARADE GROUND. THE HAD TO GET FAR BACK TO Cr0 OVER THEM SO WE

WOULDN’T HAVE TO FIRE INTO THEM, HIGH ANGLE FIRE. WE WERE SITTING RIGHT BACK

AGAINST THE BLUFF. THAT WAY, WE COULD HAVE A COD ANGLE OF FIRE AND MUCH

MORE ACCURATE ANGLE OF FIRE.

NED

LID THE J5 rTh’ rj’ ANY iv

CHARlIE

I DON’T THINK THEY KNOCKED OUT A SINGLE ONE.

NED

WERE TI-LY JSINO ALI: SP LI’ ‘D) IN TELl PAYTLE OR NOY

:HAPJJIS

\[. VELLSEDA LOT CF NAVAL SUT?PORT.

ND

u, E !AH THE ANEE, DL) THEY i-L’Vi ANY ‘iLL)S )HAiJE
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CHARLIE

NO. BJ THE MINDORA OPERATION1WE HAD JAP PLp1NES RIGHT OVER US. THERE

WAS THE OLD RISING SUN RIGHT ABOVE YOUR HEAD: MAYBE 5 OR 6 PLANES. WE HAl)

ALREADY STORPED THE JAPANESE MR ELEMENTS.

NED

CAN YOU THINK OF ANYTI-IING EXCITING ABOUT YOUR GUNS OR ANY SPECIAL

EVENT?

CHARLIE

WE HAD ONLY OHE. EXCITING EVENT. WE REPORTED LOW ON AMMUNITION; I

MAY NOT BE SUPPOSED TO TELL THIS BUT PM GOING TO TELL IT ANY WAY. THEY SENT

US UP A BOATLOAD OF 75 TANK May10, WHICH WON’T FIT IN THOSE HOWITZERS. THIS

HAS NEVER BEEN PUBLICIZED MUCH. SOMEBODY MADE A MISTAKE AND FC R 121 HOURS

THERE, WE DIDN’T HAVE ANYTHING LEFT BUT SMOKE AND WHITE PHOSFHcRUS SHELLS.

I F THE JAPANESE FLD ATTACKED, WE SNOIA,D HAVE BEEN IN DIRE STRAIGHTS BECAUSE

WE DIDN’T HAVE ANY ARTILLERY SUPPORT FOR THEM.

NED

IT’S A GOOD THING THAT çGARBLEE,

CHARLIE

iT’ S A GOOD THING THE BATTLE WAS ALMOST OVER WE COULD HAVE BEEN IN

TROUBLE. iT WAS ABOUT 24 HOURS BEFORE WE GOT ANYTHING.

NED

WHEN THE DBJSr:IUE VcS SJCVF.ED, WHAT fLcfPENED TI:) V YR OCT ETc

CI4ARLI E

‘.VNEN THEY DECIDED TILATTIZL ISLaND HAD BEEN TAKEN, TIJZ.( I2IlUiED US

BACK TO MINDURA. THEY BROUGHT THE WEAIK’NS BACK INTACT (IT SOME K1ITD OF

CRAFT TThi DIDN’T P,RPJVE BACK WITH US, Ti-Jill WEREN’T ‘ON LANDING ‘‘RAPT AS LIE
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WERE. WE WENT BACK ON AN LSM, I THINK OUR GUNS CAAE IN A DAY OR TWO LATER

ON SOME TYPE OF SHIP, TI-IEY CAME BACK ALREADY ASSEMBLED.

NED

DLD THEY i/tOVE ALL THREE BATTERY S AT TRE SAME TU,IE?

C}-LRLIE

1 THINK THEY BROTJGHT TEEM ALL AT THE SAME TIME, PROBABLY ON THE SAME

LIHIP.

NED

HOW LONG DID YOU OTAY AT iiUUDORA.

CHARUE

I DIDN’T JTAY LONtJ WE HAD ALOTJT 5.700 DEAD JABS, FLIES 7EFE 30) TI-POX

YOJJ COULDN’T EAT YOUR FOOD UNTIL A COUPLE OF DAYS, (GARBLED’); THE FLIES

WOULD KILL YOU. I GOT HEPATITIS. THEY DIDN’T THINK I WOULD MAKE IT. I WAS IN THE

HoSPITAL FOR 45 DAYS,

N ED

WHAT .EIOSPITAL’

THEY SENT ME BACK TO A FIELD I-{OSPITAL. AT TACLO2AN, BACK ON LEYT E.

TEE FLEW ME BACK THERE. 1 $TAYEi) THERE 15 LfY3. IN THE ‘.1PTiThJE, i1C.LrLY

iJTE.R i WENT TO THE HOSPITAL, THE WAS ALLED FOR ANOTHER REI3SION ATD

THEY WENT TO PANA±’ AND TO SABU AND THEN TO NILOROS ISLO.1 aAFrFR 1-5 LAYE, I

RCNEI) THEM. THEY WERE 2. IflLES INLAND AT ?O? CITY ON NEC ROS I3LATh-D

W}IEII I .CE,JOINED THEM. I HAl) GONE FROM 220 POLrNL.LI TO 171- IOTJNL :1, THE’! ‘‘.NTLD

TO 3I-IL’ ME HOME BlOT I WAS iDETERMIHED TO ISTAI” VTTH t.IY II1’LT SO I 2ANIE DACK
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THE DOCTOR TOLD ME 1 WAS VOMITiNG BLOOD WHEN I WENT IN. HE SAID I HAD

PERMENTLY DAMAGED MY LIVER. THAT DIDN’T TURN OUT TO BE THE CASE AT ALL.

ANYWAY, I JOINED THEM. I WAS SKINNIER THAN I WAS WHEN I WAS IN HIGH

SCHOOL AT 174 POUNDS. I AS THERE FOR PART CF THE FIRING OF A LOT OF ARTILLERY.

I RETURNED TO THE UNIT THERE ON NEGROS. TWO WEEKS LATER, THE WAR WAS OVER.

NED

YOU .1ISSFD MOST CF THE HARD PART IN THE NAVAL. 3TLTFF.

CHARLIE

YES. I WAS JUST FIFiNG ARTILLERY FOR A WEEK OR TWO. THEY CAME IN AND

SAID THE JAPANESE WERE SURRENDERING. WE WERE THERE A COUPLE OF DAYS AND

THEN WE PULLED THE GUNS BACK TO THE BASE CA.WE SET 1J A BASE CM1IP THERE

ANT) WE WERE THERE FOR 3 OR 4 WEEKS BEFORE GOT ORDERS TO COME HOME.

NED

I UNDERSTAND THAT THE 5O3 DID A LOT OF REAL EARl) FICfF-LTING THERE ON

L.EY’I’E.

CHARLiE

ES THEY DID. I LOST THALE BO ?3 OUT OF MY BATTERY. ONE SHELL AiiD I LOST

THREE FINE BOYS, A SGT FORD, TWo FINE OTHER MEN, CPL. ETZ ANT) I AN’ T FCALL

THE OTHER NAME. THEY WERE ALL 1.1CC’ .

NED

THEY ALL GOT KiLLED AT U7????

CHAJIIE
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THEY WERE ALL IN A SHELL CRATER, THEY DROPPED A MORTAR TN AND KILLED

AL THREE OF THEM. I NEVER DID KNOW ALL THE DETAILS F 1T BECAUSE I WAS TJ AT

THE H’ )SP1TAL BACK iN LEYTE

lIED.

AT TEES TIME WHAT HAPPENED TO Y’TJ’ WHERE WERE YOU SHIPPED TO

‘HAP LIE

WELL, WE CALTE BACK TO’ THE STATES. I DECIDED TO OFT OUT OF TI-Ui ARMY. I

TALKED TO PER COLONEL, A FULL COLONEL IN THE AIR CORPS AND WAS TJNL’E,jiDI-D

REALLY WHAT I WANTED TO DO. HE SAID, “I CAN ENLIST YOU AS MASTER SERGEANT CR

FIRST SER’SEANT, YOU ‘DOT A COMivUSSIO’N DUPIIJE TEE WAR (:APBLED” I SAID, “I

BELIEVE I’LL JUST TRY CIVILIAN LIFE.” I CAME TO ABILENE, TEXAS AND BOUGHT AN

I-fUMBLE TIRE STATION ANTI) RAN IT FOR NEARLY THE. FE MONTTIS. I F-TAD THREE i::IC HilT-IS,

‘.‘O DAT’S TO MAKE UP MY MIND. REGARDLESS, WE I-lAD THAT MUCH LEAVE AFTER

STAYING OVERSEAS FOR Ti TREE YEARS, WE HAD 90 DAYS. ANYWAY, I STAYED THE RE

ALT-lOST 90 DAYS. 1 MARRiED A GIRL FROM THAT AREA TN ‘42, A GIRL I’M STILL WITH; 62

rEARS. I ENLISTED AS A MASTER SERGEANT.

THEY SHIPPED ME TO FORT HOOD, TEXAS, SERGEANT MAJOR OF COMBAT

‘IOT-’EMAND “5”, \VI-ECT-I IS ARTILLIRY. COMMAND “0 WAS TINDER GENERAL “PEE WEE”

CoLLiER ONE OF T-lE JHORTEST t;DTN TO EVER FINISH “TEST IDINIT TIE PUT ON THEM

2JDING BoOTS, dEE LOoKED LIKE HE WAS ALL LOOTS: BETWEEN THEM BRITCHES AND

THEM RIDING 300TS. YOU DIDN’T CALL HIM “FEE WEE” BUT THAT WHAT EVERYBODY

THOTIGHT. TIE WAS A LITTLE NAPOLEON.

THEN, TI-Ui KOREAN WAR CAME ALONG AND THEY CALLED ME BAlK TO ACTIVE

ZLOTY, So, I CAME BACH ‘EN ACTIVE DUTY,

)J ED

DID THEY RZCOMIHIS1O)T VO17’

2 F-lAP LIE

YES, THEY ‘JU.VF ME MY IOMMISSION BA ‘K. I 1541: EATTEI::Y “‘C uF THE

FIELD AR9’ILLERY, WHICH WAS A 05 HOWITZER OUTFIT .41 FORT I-IDOL .<TflT A WI-ELE. I

1



STILL CrET INVITATIONS TO THE Z’ RMORRD DIVISION REUNIONS BUT I HAVE

FORGOTTEN ALL THE PEOPLE I HAD. THEY USED ME MOSTLY TO CLOSE I WENT TO

FORT GRUBER (777??) OKLAHOMA AND TOOK MY WHOLE BATTERY UP THERE. WE

p’uLI(’ELI THAT MiD TUL1IFI) IT OVER TO WAR ASSETS. TELL WE MM) THE CMP AT

BROWNWOOD, TEXAS. WE CLOSED THE CAMP AT BROWNWOOD. THEN, THEY SENT ME TO

GERMANY FOR THREE YEARS BEFORE I WENT TO KOREA,

WHEN I CAME B;\CK !RC’)I ‘GERMANY, I WENT TO KOREA. I WAS A BnTTALION

EXECUTIVE OFFICER IN KOREA: IN THE 7??? (NUMBER) INFANTRY DIVISION UNDER

“LITTLE’ JOE STJLLWELL. HE WAS A GREAT, GFEAT PERSON. WE WAS A FULL COLONEL.

HE MADE BRIG. GENERAL AND CAME BACK TO THE STATES AFTER THE KOREAN WAR

AND HE WAS FLYING FROM TRAViS AIR FORCE BASE IN CALIFORNIA TO HAWAII AND THE

f:LANE. DISM’PE&RED AND THEY NEVER HEARD FROM IT. IT DISAT’PEAF:ED JUST LIKE,

WHO WAS IT, ONE OF THE FAMOUS BANDS OF WORLD WAR II: ONE OF THE DORSEY

BROTHERS, TOMIVIY DORSEY. (ACTUALLY, IT WAS GLENN IyilLLER),

AFTER KOREA, THEY SENT ME TO GUIDED HUSSILE SCHOOL. THAT’S WI-EN TIlE

MISSILE PROGRAIvI CAME INTO BEING AT FORT BLISS, TEXAS. GEN. HUCHL.EN (SP?7??)

CALLED ME IN AND HE SAID, “I SEE YOU HAVE HAD CLTJB EXPERIENCE. WE A.RE HAVING

TROUBLE WITH OUR OFFICERS CLUB HERE. DO YOU THINK YOU COULD STRAIGHTEN IT

uUTT’ I SAID, “GENERAL., I BEEN AWAY FROM MY FAMILY FOR 2 YEARS HERE. DUPING

1)-Ui KOREAN ‘WAR THAT IS AN iS HOTOR A DAY .AB AND I DON’T ThINK IT IS FAIR TO ME

TO HAVE TO DO THAT. HE SAID, ‘WELL, WHAT WOULD IT TAKE?” I SAID, “IF YOU WOULD

SEND ME TO GENERAL COMNANI) STAFF SCHOOL. I’LL TAKE IT OVER AND STRAIGHTEN

IT OUR FOR YOU.” SO, I STAYED THERE FOR THREE QUARTERS OF A YEAR AND I HAD

THAT THING BACK IN THE BLACK, ON its FEET, SO Ti-IEY SENT ME TO SCHOOL.

Ti-fELT, I WENT FROM THERE AS ADVISOR TO THE sr DIVISION IN SOUTH

CAROLINA NATIONAL ‘GUARD. I WAS DOWN THERE FOUR YEARS AND I RETIRED. MY .71

i’EARS VJAU UP AUDI RETIRED.

NED

UJIAT RAN rLL’W’ YOU RETIRE MU

‘‘WAS A LL’JR:. I FJiTLCD AS A IACUIc T:IEN, I CAI.,tE LACK ALTL I •RASiiED FuF.

SEVEN YEARS AT J-L’\i-DN SiI,’IMONS UNIVERSITY n o.ILE7-JE, THEN I SPENT AN STI-IER
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SEVENTEEN YEARS WITH THE PUDL.IC SCHOOLS THERE AND RETIRED FROM THE

St’]JOOLS [N 1985 AFTER 25 YEARS OF L3C’IIOOLTEACIUNG.

WHEN YOU WERE COACHING, WERE OU COACHING BASEBALL?

CHARLiE

I COACHED EVERYTHING. I WENT TO I-LRDIN SIMMONS WELL. I JUST HAl)

TWO YEARS OF COLLEGE WHEN I GOT IN THE MILITARY. I NEVER DRUG MY FEET IN THE

MILITAkY. I ALWAYS TRIED TO FuRTHER MY EDUCATION. I GOT TWO YEARS

RELIPcNDENCE WORK IN THE ,flUTARY. I WAS A STUDENT COACH THERE. THEY

PAIl) MY TUITION AN]) I WAS A STUDENT COACH FOR 2 YEARS. THEN I CALIE DOWN TO

MY ALMA MATER AND COACHED ONE YEAR 42 MILES SOTJTI-I OF ABILENE AT JIM NESS

(??)FUGH SCHOOL. THEY CALLED ME ONE LAY AND ASKED ME IFI WOULD LIIE TO. COME

BACK TO HARDIN SIMMONS AND JOIN THE REGULAR STAFF 30 I WENT UP THERE FOR

YEARS ON THE REGULAR STAFF AS HEAD TRACK COACH AND ASSISTANT BASKETBALL

COACH. THEN, I TALKED THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES INTO GIVING UI TRACK AND GOING

TO BASEBALL. HARDIN SiMMONS WAS DIVISiON 1-A AT THAT TIME. I COTJLDN’T RECRUIT

THE BOYS THAT iT TOOK (LEND OF FIRST PART OF TAPE)

ANYWAY, I STAYED AT FLRDIN SIMMONS SEVEN YEARS, GOT A FREE EDUCATION

FOR MY GIRLS WI-fiLE ON THE FACULTY THERE, THEY GOT TO GO TO SCHOOL FREE. ALL

OF THEM HAVE DONE REALLY, REALLY WELL.

NOWHERE ALONG THE LINE DID I TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE GI PILL.

fl.Jf?F&TJffIC OF J}j -------9jfl’}j 01j7 THE GI, A MAJOR ONLY’ DREW 12D) D.)L.LARS A

YEAR I RETIRED AT 6, 00’) DOLLARS, 50 PERCENT CF MY ACTIVE DUTY PAY. 6,000

I)OLLARS A YEAR IL] PRETTY HARD TO LIVE uN EVEN MY WIFE WENT TO WORK WITH

1Il.;1EX TO--—-i HAL fC; HJCv .E MONEY CLC:THE THOSE GIRLS. WE MADE IT THROTjGH. IT

‘jp’ A STRUGGLE PUT WE MADE IT W-iROJGH, AFTER Ti-IS fOULS FINISHED SCHOOL, I

COULD MAKE MUCH MORE IDACHiNCI IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. I .PESIGNED :-ROI.I

LIAR]) IN aIMMONS AND WENT WITH TilE PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND STAYED WITH TEE

PUBLIC SCHOOLS UNTIL 9s5, TVTEI•ITY FIVE YEARS AM) RETIRED ALOI,I TIUZ ABILLLTE

SCHOOL SYSTEM IN 1965.
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NEI)

YOU TJNDERSTAND THIS TAPE WILL BE TRANSCRIBED, THE WRITTEN FORM WILL

LE SENT TO YOU FOR CORRECTIONS CR ADDITIONS, WHATEVER. THEN THE FIN.L

PRODUCT WILL BE PUT IN THE ARCHIVES OF THE MUSETJM THEY ARE GOING TO HAVE A

STUDY SECTION IN THE MUSEUM iN THE NEXT PHASE. THESE ORAL HISTORIES ARE ALL

GOiNG TO BE THERE AVAILABLE TO ANYBODY THAT WANTS TO STTJDY WORLD WAR II.

CAN YOU THINK CF ANYTHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO PASS ON TO THESE FOLKS

ABOUT YOUR EXPERIENCE IN THE WAR OR WHAT YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT HOW YOU

WERE RECRUITED OR WHATEVER?

CHARLIE

WELL, ALL I CAN SAY, DON’T UNDERESTIMATE THE VALUE OF 7??? EDUCATION,

FOR SURE. IT’S GOTTEN ME EVERYTHING, EVEN THE WEST POINTERS PICKED IT TJP QTJICK

WHEN I GOT IN THE SERVICE AND STARTED PROMOTING ME. I WAS WITH THE FIRST

GROUP THAT THEY CALLED FOR TO GO TO OFFICERS SCHOOL BECAUSE OF MY HIGH

SCHOOL EDUCATION. I WAS RAISED AS A POOR BOY, DOWN ON THE FARM WITH ELEVEN

KIDS DURING THE WAR. I WORE H.AM) ME DOWNS EVERY DAY I WENT TO SCHOOL FROM

MY OLDER BROTHERS. WE HAD PLENTY TO EAT BUT WE DIDN’T HAVE THE OTHER

NECESSITIES OF LIFE. WE. WERE A HAPPY FM,IILY AND WE DOT BY. WE TOOK CARE CF

LOT OF OTHER PEOPLE WHO EREN’T AS FORTUNATE AS OS BECAuSE ON THAT FARI.t

WE HiD PLENTY OF FuGD.

OUR PRINCiPAL OVER AT SWEETWATER HERE A FEW YEARS AGO MY DADDY’ S

NAivE IS CHARLIE, AND THEY .ALLED ME CHARLIE BOY. HE SAID, “CHARLIE BOY, YOU

KNOW WHAT I REMEMBER MOST ABOUT YOUR FAMILY? I SAID, WHAT IS THAT?” HE

SAID, “THEM DAM1 BREAKFAST YOUR f’TJT ON I’HE TABLE. TO ME, iT WAS JUST

A B GTjET EVERY IIC.±ONNCk

NED

WELL C I-lARGE, ON BEI-[ALF (OF ‘I’FLE 11L SLUM, LET ME TILANK YOU VERY MUCH

FOR TAKING THE TOtE T CUiE YDIJE ORAL. i-iflfToR’f. AS I SAY, WHEN THEY SEND YOTJ

THETRANSCRIFTION, F I’HEFJI ARE THINGS YOTJLKETO ADD OR CORRECT,
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IT }{A$ BEEN MY PI,EAiURE. I DIDN’T iEE A WHOLE LOT OF THE ACTUAL

FIUHTING BECAUSE I WAS BACK PK1NG :RTILLERY SHELLS AT THEM. SOME F THE

BOYS CAN TELL YOU WILD STORIES BUT I DON’T HAVE ANY WILD STOFJE TO TELL.

NED

BTJr THEY NEEDED YOSR SUTTORT, THERE 3 NO UE3TkJ AEOTJT TEAT.

OK, THJ\NKS AGAIN CHARLIE

CHARLIE

1 )TJ BET yTJ

END OF TAPE

TRN(R1BED Y FURET i REED

ROUHD V ‘LxRJORIE REES

REDER1C;BURG, TC

JULY CO
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